
As your AKC Delegate, I think it’s extremely important to give each of you a look at the initiatives and 
proposals being made by the Delegate body with an emphasis on how they could affect you and the 
LCA.   

I attended my first Delegate’s meeting at the Hilton Hotel in extremely humid Raleigh, North Carolina on 
June 11th and 12th.   AKC figured out about 5 years ago that it wasn’t a great idea to just throw newly 
minted Delegates into their first meeting without any help getting adjusted.  So, they created the 
Delegate mentoring program run by Mr. Dick Blair, Delegate from the Huntingdon Valley KC and an OES 
breeder.  There are between 5 and 10 new Delegates seated at every quarterly meeting.  Each new 
Delegate is assigned a personal mentor whose job it is to introduce us to this new world.  I was very 
fortunate to be under the tutelage of Ms. Lynn Worth-Smith, the Viszla Club Delegate for the last 28 
years.  Having Lynn there for the 2 day period was an absolute godsend for me. 

In a nutshell, the two day Delegate meeting consists of a Monday filled with various committee 
meetings and a formal Tuesday meeting of the entire body together with AKC Staff and the Board of 
Directors (who, by the way, are all Delegates themselves).  Delegates are encouraged to get involved in 
committee membership but we are required to be a member for 2 years before actually running for a 
committee post.   Just so you know, I have plans to run for a position on the Parent Club committee as 
well as a slot on the Perspectives Editorial team, the official magazine of the Delegate body (more about 
that later).  Meetings occur simultaneously on Monday so I could not attend them all.  I was able to sit in 
on the Health Committee Meeting in the morning and the Parent Club meeting in the afternoon.  They 
also stage a recap forum at the end of the day where each committee chair discusses their agenda.  It’s a 
great way to keep up to speed on what happened in the committee meetings I was unable to attend.  I 
also attended the Perspectives staff meeting and, much to my surprise, was asked to write an article on 
therapy dogs which will appear in a future issue.  I can’t tell you how surprised and flattered I was to be 
asked. 

First off, I had a blast, met a whole bunch of new people and was able to take a tour of AKC's corporate 
headquarters in Raleigh after the meeting was adjourned.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s a synopsis of the key issues being dealt with by the Delegate Body: 



1) There will be a change in the testing format required for Judges attending official parent club 
sponsored Judge's Education seminars.  JE seminars presented at a club's National Specialty will 
conclude with the administration of a 15 question open book test based on the breed standard.  Those 
tests will be collected and sent to the AKC for grading and notification.  Seminars conducted at non 
Specialty events will conclude with Judges being given a 25 question test which they take with them, 
complete and mail in to the AKC.  Only seminars given at National Specialties will require the test to be 
taken at the end of the seminar. 

 2) The Delegate body will vote at its next meeting in September on a proposal designed to reward 
Reserve Winner's Dog and Reserve Winner's Bitch with a 3 point major but only at shows in which the 
total entry is twice the number required for a dog to win a 5 point major.  For example, if the AKC point 
schedule for a given region requires the WD and WB to defeat 10 dogs to get a 5 point major, there 
must be an entry of at least 20 in order for the 3 point reserve major to take effect.   

3)  AKC will be issuing, this year, a new edition of their venerable “ Book of the Dog".  This will be the 
first such volume to include Leonbergers.  

4) The USDA is considering amending an existing regulation which will designate any breeder who 
maintains 4 or more breedable dogs as a commercial kennel.  This would require all such kennels to 
follow all rules the USDA has in place for commercial kennels.  AKC is solidly against this initiative but, 
since the USDA is a regulatory agency, they enact policies autonomously and do not require approval of 
any law making organization (i.e. Congress) to enact such decisions.  LCA members can register their 
opposition to this initiative by logging into a special page on the AKC WEB site designed solely for that 
purpose.  http://www.akc.org/petition/  

 5) A new study on bloat should be forthcoming from the AVMA over the next couple of months. 

 6) Owner/Handler only competition will begin at all AKC events starting in July 

 7) AKC is working on adding Pee Wee and Sub Novice classes to its Junior Handling program 

 8) AKC is considering offering a 2nd level Grand Championship which would be similar to our Versatile 
Leo titles.  In order to earn this level of GrCH, the dog would have to be titled in 2 separate AKC events 
(any two of obedience, rally, agility, tracking, hunt dog titles, water rescue or conformation). 

 That's it for now.   If you have any ideas on how you’d like to see this column evolve, don’t hesitate to 
send me an email. 

Don James 

LCA AKC Delegate 
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