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As if doing the sport of agility with a very large breed wasn’t complicated enough, 

doing it in the middle of Alaska makes it just that much more challenging. Magali 

Philip has not only managed to put a breed championship on her female 

Leonberger, but to achieve two excellent level agility titles as well!  

 

 

Prior to this summer, there were only 12 Leonbergers who had achieved an 

excellent level agility title, and of those there were two who had also earned a 

breed championship. At six years old, CH L'Ashani Des Neuf Grains D'Or RA 

AXP AJP CGC TKN (aka Ishani) became the thirteenth Leonberger to achieve an 

AKC agility level of excellent, snagging both her Excellent Jumper title and her 

Excellent Standard Preferred (20”).  She has also achieved a QQ, which is a 

qualifying score in JWW and STD at the Master level the same day.  

 

Along the way, Ishani also became only the third Leonberger to earn both an 

excellent agility title and a breed championship as well.  All of which is very 

exciting, but what is even more impressive is that she did all this in the great wide 

wilderness that is Alaska!  

 



 

 

The hours of training and competing at the advanced levels in agility is time 

consuming enough. Factoring in the long hours of driving to and from the very few 

trial locations in Alaska is a whole other problem. Philip lives in the interior of 

Alaska, outside of Fairbanks. Fortunately, there have been a few trials in Fairbanks 

itself. However, Philip has also had to drive to Palmer, some 300 miles south of 

Fairbanks, and even all the way to Soldotna, which is almost 600 miles from where 

she lives! And, as one could imagine, the roads along that journey cover territory 

where the weather itself plays a huge factor, limiting what times of the year she 

can make that trip to those faraway trials. 

 

Philip, who participates in sledding with her Alaskan Huskies, is no stranger to 

spending time, money, and energy on activities with her dogs. However, she faced 

another challenge when it came to finishing a breed championship on the 

excellently agile Ishani. There simply were not enough Leonbergers in the state of 

Alaska to create major wins at the few conformation dog shows available. Alaska 

is a massive 663,300 square miles, by far the largest state in the US. There were 

simply not enough Leonbergers in the state to build majors at first, let alone 

gathering them together in one location. This finally became possible when the 

puppies from Ishani’s litter became old enough to show. Although the possibility 

of achieving a grand champion is not likely in Ishani’s lifetime, Philip is hopeful 

that one day there will be enough Leonbergers in the state for that option. 

 

When asked which type of event Ishani prefers, Philip responded, “JWW. Ashanti 

wants to chase me, to keep up with me. She looks for me, and checks in with me 

constantly.” When asked about the challenges of doing excellent level agility 

courses with a Leonberger, Magali replied with something that is absolutely near 

and dear to any Leonberger owner’s heart. Leonbergers are not “driven” to do any 



 

 

specific task. They are motivated to be with their humans, and whatever their 

human has decided to undertake is what they will do. That means that Leonbergers 

do not typically become super driven on the course. They can be very fast, 

certainly, but they do not typically get focused on the course itself. Rather, 

Leonbergers tend to keep tabs on their human throughout the run. This makes blind 

crosses and sends more challenging. The personality of the breed means they will 

more often need to keep tabs on their human throughout the course, regardless of 

how much training they have. 

 

Philip is already working on that next goal, the master level title, and has begun 

chipping away at it already. In the meantime, she is hoping there may be a way for 

her and Ishani to get down to the Agility Invitational next year. It is such a long 

way from Alaska that Philip jokes about wishing she had a friend with a private jet. 

 

—Shannon White 

oceanleonbergers@gmail.com 
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